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named l’hlllpp Etter, AActually, there
are several people here in the capital
who recognize him on sight and arc
not ashamed to admit it. Shortly after
scven cvery morning, President Etter
hoards a trolley for the ten-minute ride
to his office, in the Palais IF¢déral—or
Bundeshaus, as it is known to the Ger-
man Swiss, of whom Etter is one. The
fare is thirty centimes (about seven
cents), but because the motorman of
the trolley is one of those who recognize
the President, Etter is' never askcd to
pay it. Etter has a brand-new Cadillac
limousine at his disposal for official rides,
but going to work is not one of them,
nor is his return home for the nationally
observed two-hour lunch.

Etter was born in Menzingen, a
small- town just south of Zurich. He

CPYRGHT | ETTER FROM BERN

DECEMBER |

HE clection of the President of
Switzerland is scheduled to take

place here in Bern, the capital, on
December 17th, at a joint meeting of
the two houses of Parliament, which
will then be holding one of its four
annual three-weck sessions. The Presi-
dengy is the subject of one of Switzer-

the government. Actually, this electjon
is pretty- much a matter of form becapse
in practice, unless a Councillor resigns
or dies, it is taken for granted thatjhe
will be reélected. Every December, ¢ne
of the members of the Federal Cogn-
cil—a different one each year—is clgct-
cd the President of Switzerland by fhe
Parliament, and for the next twdlvel,
land’s few nationl jokes, and it is told “months he also presides over the Feddral
in all fourpf the country’s languages—  Council. Here again the election is liftle
German, Irench, It'than 'md Ro- . more than a formality, for the tradion
mansh 8wiss joke MM high- is that the Presidency passes. from gne
ly cantonal in dmmctel, - example, Councillor to another in accordajice
& Swiss who lives on {38 covered - with an annual rotation system. Be-
a]opm%loxgq of Lakcl : é{l’ mn th(,,: cause 1gnmance of the Preside !t’s
canton ofﬁaua “will tc'fj'“ml that a" identity is considered a kind of _vid
certain vineyard in the can’:}" n of Zurich , virtue here, it is professed cven | by
is surrounded by a fence™gf fine wire citizens who_can . rattle off the és can speak all four of his country’s lan-
mesh, begause a railroad. runs past it obscure namies in Swiss histo 7, gnd| guages, as well as Latin and Greek
and it has been found tha”ﬁ,gmpes from  Swiss history began on August 1 12P1] and has travelled extensively in the
Ziircher vineyards delyaﬂ»j rains, An-  when the leaders of three fgrest Pisd Swiss cantons. As a private tourist, he
other Vaudois joke, this, nic_ directed  tricts called Schwyz, Uri, and. Unfer{ has also visited France, Spain, Italy,
at the people in the ¢ i of Bern, walden, secking mutual pr Foctfon Germnny, and Austria, but he has nev-
is about a Vaudois who ¥i cd thL Pahls drew up the pact upon which the pfes] er been to the United States and he
[*¢déral, here in the caplfll, and asked ent Swiss Confederation is based. ,spcakq no English. His favorite pastime
2 Bernese, “How many people work The President of Switzerland atfthd is hunting; two or three times a year
in this building?” The Bernese 1ephcd moment s a serious, hard-workng)] ilie takes a few days off to hunt hare,
“Oh, about half of thcm.” But the in- bald-headed gentleman of sixty-png i@ deer, or chamois—preferablytin the
habitants of all the country’s old- cantons of Schwyz, Uri, and Un-
twenty-two cantons tell one terwalden, in the heart of Switzer-
another the same joke about land. In Bern, Etter lives in a square
their President. 'The joke stone house on a corner of the Kirch-
runs as follows: enfeldstrasse, facing a large, modern
First Swiss: “Who's go- Gymnasiwm built mostly of
ing to be the new lrem— glass. The Tierpark is not

dLnt' &

Seconp Swigs: “How
would T knoW" I don’t
even know who the old
President is.”

The most sedate Swiss
is  likely to burst into
wild laughter at this joke,
and there is some pride in
the laughter, too,. for the
people of Switzerland re-
gard the joke as an indica~
tion of their success in
decentralizing  burcaucratic
power while maintaining
their federal unity. Every
year, the Swiss Parliament,
which is modelled after the
legislative  system of the
Umted States . audi consists
of the National ~ Council
(2 hundred and glgihe$-
six  members) an the
Council of States (Tdrfy-
four mcmbcrs) s e]ccts asev-

ugee

far awdy, and the President
usually walks over there on
Sundays to look at the ani-
mals in its zoo. He has
ten children—five sons and
five daughters—and four
grandchildren, and he and
his wife usually have a ref-
child staying with
them. When he visits the
700, he takes the refugee
child along. Onc of Etter’s
sons 15 a monk and one
of his daughters 1s a nun,
and Etter himself is a de-
vout Catholic. He 1s 4 mem-
ber of a middle-of-the-road

party, the Catholic Con-
scrvatives.
This 15 Etter’s fourth

term as President and he is
due to be President again
in 1960, provided he is still
a Federal Councillor and
none of his colleagues dmp
out. His first term was in
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siderably speeded up the scven-year !
cycle during the time he has been a
member of the Council. Each Coun-
cillor is head of an administrative de-
partment, and, upon being elected Pres-
ident, he continues to administer it, in
addition to pe1form1ng such Prcqldentlal
dutics as receiving foreign ambassadors,
and speaking over the radio to the four
and a half million people of Switzerland
on New Year’s Day and again on Au-
gust 1st, which is a national holiday com-~
memorating the birth of the Confedera-
tion. As Councillor, Etter is in charge
of the Department of the Interior,
which makes him responsible for forest
conservation, federal construction pro-
grams, and federal hygiene. In this
capacity, he reccives a salary of forty-
eight thousand francs, or about cleven
thousand dollars, a year, like the other
Councillors, and he is paid an extra
three thousand francs for being Presi-
dent. The office of the Chief of the
Interior is a cool, high-ceilinged room
with dark-brown walls; two long, nar-
row windows look out on a pub]ic‘
park to the west, and two more long,
narrow windows face the Bernese Alps,
to the south. On the walls of Etter’s
office are several oil paintings of moun-
tains, cloudy skies, grazing cattle, and
the like. The Swiss government buys
hundreds of paintings every year as:
part of a federal program to encourage
artists, and because the Swiss muscums
cannot hold them all, a good many of
them end up in government officcs.
Etter has one secretary, which is what
the Chief of the Interior is entitled to..
A Councillor gets no extra office space

or clerical help just because he happens

to be the President of Switzerland,

HE Councillor who is next in line
for the Presidency is a gray-haired,
spectacled French Swiss named Ro-
dolphe Rubattel, who is now serving as
Vice-President. A lawyer and journal-

{ist, he was born in 1896 in Villarzel,

a small town between Bern and Lau-
sanne. This will be his first term as
head of the Swiss Confederation. He
is in charge of the Department of Pub-
lic Economy, which concerns itself

with such matters as foreign trade, §

price controls, and the federal old-age-
insurance fund. (Every Swiss con-

tributes two per cent of his wages to B8

the insurance fund, which entitles him
to an average of about twenty-five dol-
lars a month after the age of sixty-|
five.) Rubattel speaks French and Ger-

man, axAlﬂﬁEQNsﬁddFMR@IQﬂﬁe, 200

Austria, as well as every canton in
Curitmarland Mo helanos ta the Radi-

the- I‘O'ld group but lives up to its name
in at least one respect. Before the local
cle gn% were held a couple of wecks
agcjg Canton of Vaud (each canton
sets lts'own election ddte, usually for a
weekend in October or November),
some of the campaign posters in Lau-
sanne, the canton’s leading city and the
center of Rubattel’s legal and journal-
istic activities, were extraordinarily vio-
lent, and the most violent of all was the
Radical Party’s. It read, “Who dares t()
criticize the Radical Party? Nobody!
"I'he Party won the election, but enough
people dared to criticize it to make thL
Socialist Party a close second, and the
clection itsell was severely criticized by
civieeminded folk for having brought
out only sixty per cent of the electorate,
which, in Switzerland, is*all male.

At the University of [Lausanne,
where Rubattel studied law, he won
quite a reputation as a debater. So great &

were his forensic powers that hlq fcl—'

low-students, feeling thatthese were
bound to lead him into politics, used to
twit him by singing, “Someday we shall
all be brothers and Rubattel will be
Tederal Councillor,” to the tunc of the
“Tnternationale.” Nowadays, most of
Rubattel’s former classmates arc dthc1j
heavy, precise, slow-moving, slow- talk—?‘
ing fathers of University of Lduszmn(:
students, but whenever he runs intp
two or three of them, they still burst
into their old song. Rubattel’s office, like
Etter’s—and, for that matter, like tbe
offices of all the other Federal Loq,n—
cillors—is in the Palais Fédéral and is
Kk brown. Rubattel is ‘not

extra for being V’ice-
(Lgtnt Etter and Vice-B
“will remain in tl mug
fwhile the Palham: i

cool and
paid anythy
President.

Both Pre
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President e Sw1ss Confcdcmtmn
Ballots w1]1 be passed out to the members'
of both houses, and everybody will be
expected to write in the name of Ro-
dolphe Rubattel. Then the ballots will
be counted, the result will be announced
and applauded, and that will be that.
After a while, somebody will get around
to visiting tl\e new President and snk—ll
ing his hand, and on Janu;u v 1st, he will
assume office without any ceremony and
make his New Ycar’s spcech over the
radio, At the start of his term, a photo-
graph of him may appear on the cover
of a picture magazine called Sic und Er.
During 1954, he will prepare the agen-
da_for meetings of the Federal Counc11
\and will preside at them. He will also
make a few public speeches, probably on
the subject of neutrality. It is a subject
on-which a Swiss President can hardly
g‘b wrong.

Assuming there is no change in the
ikeup of the Federal Council, the
gesident scheduled for 1955 is Joscph
J&her, a lawyer, who is" Councillor
gEcharge of the Posts and Railways
partment. Then will come Max
Itpierre, a French-Swiss lawyer and
fessor of law, who'is Councillor of
& I'oreign Affairs Department and |
tig Switzerland’s Forelgn Minister;

m

[ ustice and !

Jax cher, !

§\1ty of Bern, who is ‘the head of the
ance Department, the only Socialist
the Federal Council, and the only
;of its members who speaks English.
her is also the only one of its mem-
e¥s who has ever been in the United
' States. He made the trip, with his wife,
in-1922, in the hope of finding a job.
After visiting New York, Buffalo, Phil-
adelphia, and Chicago without success, f
he came back to Switzerland. Still as-
suming that the status quo remains the
status quo, in 1959 Weber will be suc-
ceeded as President by Karl Kobelt, a
civil engineer, who is in charge of the

. | Military Department, and then it will
| be President Etter (1ga1n

URING the past fevy months,:
many Swiss have been acting as if |
mountain climbing, a sport they have
so long taken for granted, had just
been discovered. Seven thousand fer-
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ershripr—rrbreh—ta—reste Sy
hirty-nine thousand. There are also
Ipine clubpprovech Fott Releape-;
le, and more thousands are members
f these. This lenwakemng to the_chal-
nge of high peaks is duc partly to]
1c admiration the Swiss feel for, th
British conquest of Mpunt Everest in
May but cven more B the admiration
fhe Swiss feel for the
Mount Iiverest last ¥
xpeditions, onc of whigh came to with-
h nine hundred feefoof the summit.
wigs Alpinists don’t show the slight-
st ‘Fesentment of the British achieve-
fnent. They poing out that there are
welye mountam,‘beaks of twenty-six
housand feet or ‘more in the world—
i1l of them.in or near the Himalayas,
s it happens—and that of these only
hree (Annapurna, Everest, and Nanga
[axbat) have been scaled. That, the
Swiss think, still leaves the -field wide
bpel  for anyone'ﬁiﬁh,enough zeal,
f%ty, and money Yo have a go at it.
A Swiss candy called Bonbons Or-
banos is now done up in a cellophane
bag that also contains a photograph of'
[Viount Everest, with the route taken by
the British marked jn, and a caption
bxplaining that bonbons like those in
the bag were ca1r1ed by the two Swiss
bxpeditions as well-as by the British
bne and asking, ‘“Peut-il y avoir de
eneillevres référencas?” Swiss almanacs
For the coming ycar unanimously re-
ord both the corquest and the two
near conquests of Mount Everest with
far more dramatic appreciation than
they devote to the coronation of Queen
[Elizabeth or to" the death of Joseph
Stalin. The Swiss have long been al-
manac-crazy, becauge the isolated way!
of life in their mgumamous land hasl
made them clicrish the simple, homcly\
verities, in,_which such books abound.
The nation’s oldest almanac, called
Le Véritable Messager Boiteux de’
Berne et Vevey, has just been pub-
lished in the little town of Vevey, near
Lausannc, for the two-hundred-and-
forty-seventh consccutive year. The

]

Zar conquest of
F by two Swiss
4
]
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pages, always reserved for the most sig-

nificant cvent of the preceding twelve
months, to a diagrammatic study en-

titled “La Conquéte du Plus Haut Som-

met du Monde,” which shows exactly

what the Swiss and British cxpeditions
accomplished. For generations, the
Mcsm ver Boiteux has had the same cov-

dc%]gn a woodcut of a lame mes-
scnger blmgmg news to a group ol
Swiss, comprising a solid citizen, a cler-
gyman, a soldier, and a child, and the
whole surrounded by symbols, such as a
snail, representing the domestic hearth,
that are greatly appreciated in Switzer-
land. The 4 lmanach Pestalozzi, named
after the founder of the present system
of public education, is an almanac put
out specially for children. The Al
manach Pestalozzi for 1954 not only
records the conquest of Mount Everest
but includes, in addition to cssays on’how
to read a thermometer, how to sew (for
girls), and how to build a birdhousc
(Eor boys), a long, illustrated essay on
the joys and benefits of Alpinism™(for
boys and girls).

The best—selhng book in Switzerland
at the moment is “Avant-Premitres a
PEverest,” by Gabriel Chevalley, René
Dittert, and Raymond Lambert, threc
of the Swiss who participated in one or
the other of the two expeditions that
came near reaching the top of Mount
Everest, Published by Arthaud, in Paris
and Grenoble, it sold thirty-four thou-
sand coplcs in its first three weeks. The
subject is the Swiss journcys to India
and Nepal and treks through the jun-
gles to the base of the mount'un, and
the labor and pain involved in the at-
tempts to attain the summit—attempt
that were frustrated by glaciers an
monsoons. Somehow, the book des
scribes the failures without making them
sound like failures, Swiss mountain
climbers are particularly proud of the
tributes that the British conquerors of
Mount Everest paid the Swiss expedi-
tions. A paper band around the dust
jacket of the Chevalley-Dittert-Lam-
bert book quotes Sir John Hunt, leader
of the British expedition, as saying, “4
vous autres, une bomme moitié de la
gloire. ? The latest issue of a Swiss Al-
pine Journal (lts namc appears on its
cover in all four bw,}ss Llnguagce—Dw
Alpen, Les Alpes, I§
Ali): dlld its caf

R -; )lg;glsc) car-
ries an arﬁcle;Js} ¥ h ‘Ucatrue,
in which they tRafSc B8 o 1SS tor mak-
ing information actumulated during

he two unsuccessful tries available- to,
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100Q80009-B¢ final result,” they writc.

“We climbed on the shoulders of our
Swm frignds to the top of the moun-
tain.” ‘%s Alpinists are touched to
the point*of’ tears by this last state-
ment. ’

HE Swiss National Tourist Office

has bravely accepted, along with
many other new ploblems, the shift of
interest from the Alps to the Himalayan
region as the goal of serious mountain-
climbing expeditions, and it is trying to
stimulate interést in the Alps as the best
training ground for would-be scalers of
the highest peaks in the world. An-
other pl(mlcm the Tourist Office faces is
what is widely referred to here as the
trou dé janvier—the January vacuum,
January is the slowest month of the
year in the Swiss tourist business, and,
coming after the crowds that swarm to
Alpine resorts around Christmastime,
the slump has a particularly depressing
effect, Switzggland depends on its in-
come from toyrists to make up most of
the difference between the five and a
quarter billion francs it spends on im-
ports and the fagr and threcsguarters
billion it gets back from its exports. A
couple of years ago, the Swiss Associa-
tion of Hotel kqu;s, in a determined
effort to induce tourists to linger on
through January, offered 2 bonug of
fifty francsto every tourigt $ho stayed
on axtﬁe jytel for at least gwo weeks

after
sand toyr;sts———about half of thegy
‘England and about a tenth 4
i from ‘the United States—td]
tage of the offer. The hotelkée g
hsqppomted however, because st of
the tourists, when they were hopefully
asked whether they wouldn’t like to
take the bonus in credit for an even
longer stay, asked for cash, checked
out of the hotgls, and spent the money—
a total of 1,018,000 francs—elsewhere.
At the present time,. the United States
is one of the few nations (Switzerland
itsclf is another) that dg not limit the
amount of currency.i pérson can take
out of the country, and for a while the
Swiss were looking across the Atlantic
for the tourists they so badly Wa;%; For
the past three g:{%s, the govermncnt
has made an 1al appropyiatio
present an allid@ picture @ zer-
land to -Ad¥@rican touﬂb!&;r:lma/&xe re-
sxl]ts#dis ng
I)I()pl aton was nor fe
T'he -Swiss are now pmmng their
hopts West Germany. -A survey of
the f% on published herg
ago states, “The spotlwht is ‘on .the

J605600923 West Gawn

nunn o to

lidays. Some mﬁqmy thou-
rom
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Sion, in the sunn
is a small, g
man who likg
land ski plan Kmall patches of ice
]ugh in the nfountains. He runs his
service with two Américan pl
four-scater Cessna 170 and a two-
scater Piper Super Cub—which he has
cquipped with both wheels and retract-
able skis. Geiger’s work includes rescu-
ing injured skiers, carrying luggage to
and from mountain cabins, bringing
food, wood, and mail to the Swiss who
Jive on mountaintops the year round,
parachuting doctors down to sick peo-
ple, and, on Sunday mornings, bring-
ing a priest ten thousand feet up the
Woeisshorn to say Mass for skiers who
don’t want to take the time to go to a
church. The skiers start out for the
Weisshorn at 5 a.mM. Five hours later,
Geiger delivers the priest, and after
Mass the skiers, fedling well protected,
set off down the mountain. Last year,
Geiger carried forty tons of stone, ce-
ment, wood, glass, and equipment up
to the 9,975-foot Mutthorn to build
a tourist cabin, which sleeps two hun-
dred. The job 1equ1red five hundred
and thirty-five landings. Geiger can
carry three passengers or six hundred
and sixty pounds of freight in the
Cessna and one passenger or five hun-
dred and fifty pounds of freight in the
Piper Super Cub. He charges the equiv-
alent of about seven cents a pound—
of passcnger or freight—from Sion to
any point up to a hdight of thirtcen
thousand feet. He Charges passengers
seventy francs (about sixteen dollars)
an hour for flights anywhere in the
Alps. Geiger has found two hundred
and forty glaciers in the mountains
that he can land on. The 9mwllcst
one
thirty-seven hundred féet from the top
of Mont Blanc—is two hundred and
twenty-five feet long and ends in a
sheer drop of three thousand feet.
Geiger has ,Ianded there about fifty
times. At addther of his frequent stops,
he has to land at a forty-degrec angle

on a strip two hundred and sixty fect
long, halfway up the side of 2 mountain.
, This is“the landing strip that Geiger’s
' wife anﬂ SIX-ycar -old son, who often

! him, 1
Iakcomp@y him, like the best.

SWISS’prwate schools are so crowded
this year that many foreigners liv-
Img in Switzerland have had to enroll
their children in the public schools.
JThc parents of a couple of children,
both under ten, who were until®re-
cently enrolled in a private school in
the United States, arc now living just
outside Lausanne, and they have been
overwhelmingly impressed by the fine
dcpmtment their children are learning
in a public school there. At the he—
Lginning of the term, the school authori-
I'tics sent the parents a list of rules that
the children are expected to abide by.
These rules state that students must
show respect to their elders, and es-
pecially to magistrates, the aged, the
infirm, and women. They must not
“usc coarse language or commit brutal
acts. They must respect private prop-
erty. ‘They must prepare their home-
-work. They are forbidden to loiter
on the streets, to smoke, to carry arms,
to mistreat animals, to go out alonc
Hfter 8 p.m. between November st
d March 31st or after 9 p.m. dur-
g the other months, to enter public
Establishments like cafés, bars, and beer
halls without their parcnts or a school
matron, or to go to the cinema without
their parents. The parents of the two
[ children from America were asked to
sign this document—and they did,
happily. —L1LL1aN Ross
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